
Why A Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) 

 

Does NOTHING  to Help Achieve 

Energy Independence! 

 
 

Some have argued that a federal RPS mandate should be part of “energy independence” 
legislation.  
 
That’s an erroneous argument. Here’s why: 
 

1. Oil accounts for only 3 percent of the power generated by the electric utility 
industry in the United States – the rest comes almost entirely from domestically 
available resources that promote a diverse, reliable, affordable and secure electricity 
supply. 
 

2. An RPS mandate is not the path to energy independence.  Much of the public 
debate about energy policy is focused on efforts to wean our nation from its 
dependence on foreign oil. However, RPS proposals are virtually irrelevant to that 
debate – don’t be fooled otherwise. 
 

3. Based on Energy Information Administration (EIA) estimates, a 10-percent RPS 
mandate would save the equivalent of less than one gallon of gasoline per 
household per year! A 15-percent RPS would save little more. 
 

4. On the other hand, plug-in hybrid vehicles and other electric transportation 
technologies should be part of our solution to foreign oil dependence since they 
can directly offset the demand for petroleum products.  
 

A Vote for a Federal RPS Mandate 
Is NOT a Vote for Energy Independence 
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