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Congress considers reduction of LIHEAP dollars; tell your legislators you support current funding

01/09/2007 0601 &M Subject

For over 25 years, the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) has provided assistance funds to help our most vulnerable citizens — the
elderly, disabled and low-income families with small children - pay their home energy bills. Last year, FPL employees and partners played a vital role in
securing new funding for LIHEAP. As a result, 2006 funding was the highest LIHEAP appropriation ever - $3.1 billion nationally. This translated to a 346 million
LIHEAR allocation for Florida; now many needy and qualified Florida families are receiving help they desperately need.

However, proposed legislation for 2007 LIHEAP funding contains only 52 billien, rolling back Florida's funding to $25 million. Such a reduction will significantly
impact those families who are most at risk. Less than 20 percent of eligible households will receive help this year, and the ranks of those applying for LIHEAP

continues to grow.

Fortunately, the battle for more LIHEAP funding is not over. To ensure that Congress continues to hear about the urgent need for increased LIHEAP funding.
the Edison Electric Institute (EEI) has again launched their advocacy website, http-//www supportliheap org. It's a quick and convenient channel to encourage
your legislators — including U.S. Senator Bill Nelson and U.S. Senator Mel Martinez as well as your Congressional representative — to vote favorably for
maintaining or increasing LIHEAP funding.

With your help again this year, Congress will heed our call, and thousands of Florida families will receive much-needed energy payment assistance.
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Visit the LIHEAP site: http:/fwww supportliheap org
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