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GENERAL
TERRITORIAL COMMANDER

The Salvation Army

Founded inn 1865 by William Booth

DIVISIONAL COMMANDER Fax: 813/962-4098

December 20, 2005

Hon. Mel Martinez

United States Senator

Hart 317 Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Martinez:

The Salvation Army is an evangelical movement of the Universal Christian Church. Our
message is based upon the Bible and motivated by God’s love. We seek to communicate the
Gospel and to meet human needs in His name, without discrimination. Within our Southern
Territory, which includes Florida, we operated 2,183 centers with the help of 1.303.117
volunteers to serve more than 12 million people in 2003. We have facilities, constituents and
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The Salvation Army extends help to Floridians in need through service initiatives. These can
include food. utilities. rent, housing and other needs. However. our ability to provide these
services is governed by the availability of resources. We are also increasingly challenged by the
accelerating rise of home energy costs. Driven in part by a combination of market pressures and
a calamitous hurricane season, these increases have become pervasive and sustained.

We are very aware of the federal government’s Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP). Salvation Army representatives and religious and charitable organizations all have a
role in identifying and serving potentially eligible Floridians, along with county administrators,
community action agencies and councils on aging. These entities directly administer LIHEAP
assistance sent to the State of Florida.

Unfortunately, federal fiscal constraints prevent more than 90 percent of otherwise eligible
Florida households (more than 900,000 families) from being helped. Of those households that
were reached in 2002. more than 70 percent housed elderly. disabled or very young Floridians.
We know from direct observation that LIHEAP saves lives and helps seniors and families to
remain in their own homes. These are noble objectives. We have recently discovered a federal
anomaly. which — if addressed — would substantially benefit Floridians. [t is for this reason that
we are contacting you.

Whenever national LIHEAP appropriations are low. profoundly hurtful effects are meted out
upon hundreds of thousands of Floridians. The situation is complicated by rising energy costs,
which are outpacing federal funds. Today, LIHEAP is nationally slated to receive $2.1 billion in
fiscal 2006. To restore the program’s inflation-adjusted buying power, a substantially better






