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MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Certificate of Need Process Chart for Large High Voltage 

Transmission Lines  

                                                               3/2008
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Application Submitted

HVTL Routing and Power Plant Siting
Full Permitting Process

Minn. Rules 7849
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WISCONSIN  
      CPCN APPLICATION REVIEW PROCESS      

 

Application Submitted 
(Copies mailed to libraries and all gov’t offices in 

project area)  Completeness review begins. 

PSCW Notification Letter and Scoping Meetings 
Letter and meeting to explain the review process and 

solicit public comments regarding concerns and possible 
impacts of the proposed project. 

Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) Prepared 

PSCW and DNR staff co-author a draft EIS that is 
made available to the public through libraries, 

gov’t offices and individual mailings. 

45-Day Comment Period on the Draft EIS 
Agencies and the public may submit comments on the draft EIS  

via letter, PSCW’s web site, e-mail or phone. 

Final EIS Prepared   
(based on public and agency comments) 

Re-issued to all individuals and locations receiving the draft EIS. 

Public Hearings 
The public may participate and testify.  
Public hearings are held in the project 
area.  The testimony becomes part of 
the record used by the Commission in 

making its final decisions. 

Technical Hearings 
PSCW staff and other parties provide 

testimony and exhibits.  The Final EIS is 
an exhibit. The testimony becomes part 
of the record used by the Commission in 

making its final decisions. 

Public Service Commission Final Decisions 
The Commission makes a final decision to approve, modify, or deny the 
project  based on need, cost, and environmental factors.  It also selects a 

route.  Commission meetings are open to the public for observation. 

Public Service Commission Issues an Order* 
The Commission’s decision is described in a written order to 

the applicant. 

Min. 30 days 
after issuance 
of Final EIS 

(   ) max. time 
allowed is  
360 days

Applicant’s Public Information Meetings 
Organized and sponsored by applicant to obtain public input 

prior to submitting a project application. 

Pre-Application Consultation  
Between the applicant and the PSCW, DNR and 

other appropriate agencies. 

*The applicant must obtain federal, state and local permits prior to beginning construction. 



South Dakota Siting Process for Small Transmission Facility 
(All Pipelines and Electric Transmission Lines 

& Associated Facilities 115 kV to 250kV)

Within
10 Days

Hold initial public hearings

Formal evidentiary 
hearing(s) 

held, if necessary

Commission issues decision

Within
6 Months

Within
30 Days

Parties notified of decision

Within
30 Days

a. Schedule public hearing(s)
b. Notify Affected and interested parties
c. Filed with county Auditors
d. Publish Notice of hearing(s)
e. Give written notice to the landowner of 

record w/in ½ mile of the facility

Completed Application Filed



South Dakota Siting Process for Large Transmission Facility 
(All Pipelines and Electric Transmission Lines 

& Associated Facilities 250kV or more)

Completed Application Filed

Within
10 Days

Hold initial public hearings

Formal evidentiary 
hearing(s) 

held, if necessary

Commission issues decision

Within
12 Months

Within
30 Days

Parties notified of decision

Within
30 Days

a. Schedule public hearing(s)
b. Notify Affected and interested parties
c. Filed with county Auditors
d. Publish Notice of hearing(s)
e. Give written notice to the landowner of 

record w/in ½ mile of the facility



North Dakota Public Service Commission 
Transmission Line Certificate & Permit Process
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Multi-State Transmission Line Project Challenges

• Have you been involved in projects that require 
permits across state lines?  

• If so, what issues have you encountered?  
• What suggestions do you have that could be done to 

improve the multi-state process? 

(3-5 minutes each = 20 minutes)



Multi-State Transmission Line Project Challenges

• Explain FERC’s new role and permitting authority

(5 minutes)



Multi-State Transmission Line Project Challenges

• What questions or concerns do the states have with 
the FERC permitting process? 

(15 minutes)



Multi-State Transmission Line Project Challenges

• What steps are being taken by your state agencies on a 
regional basis to address the Midwest planning 
initiatives and RPS requirements? 

(15 minutes) 



Multi-State Transmission Line Project Challenges

• Questions?
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