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EPA To Develop Regulations for Geologic
Sequestration of Carbon Dioxide

Release date: 10/11/2007

Contact Information: Enesta Jones, (202) 564-4355 / jones.enesta@epa.gov

(Washington, D.C. - Oct. 11, 2007) Today EPA announced plans to develop
regulations to establish a clear path for geologic sequestration, a process of
injecting captured carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, in deep rock formations for
long-term storage. Once completed, the regulations will ensure there is a consistent
and effective permit system under the Safe Drinking Water Act for commercial-
scale geologic sequestration programs to help reduce the effects of climate
change.

"Addressing global climate change will require fundamental changes in the way the
world generates and uses energy," said EPA Administrator Stephen L. Johnson.
"By harnessing the power of geologic sequestration technology, we are entering a
new age of clean energy — where we can be both good stewards of the Earth, and
good stewards of the American economy."

EPA is working with the Department of Energy as it carries out its carbon
sequestration research and development program and is also coordinating efforts
to evaluate potential impacts on health, safety and the environment.

The Safe Drinking Water Act established the Underground Injection Control (UIC)
program to allow the safe injection of fluids into the subsurface in a manner that
does not endanger current or future underground sources of drinking water.

EPA plans to propose regulatory changes to the UIC program in the summer of
2008 and will invite the public and stakeholders to provide input throughout the rule
development process.

More information about geologic sequestration activities under the UIC program:
epa.gov/safewater/uic/wells _sequestration.html
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