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Prepare Now for Hurricanes and Wildfires
With active hurricane and wildfire seasons predicted again this year, EEI and our
member companies—America’s investor-owned electric companies—remind you
that now is the time to prepare for extreme weather events and other emergencies
that could cause extended power outages. Proactively taking simple steps to get
ready now can be greatly beneficial if, and when, an emergency occurs.
“As forecasters have predicted in recent years, this year’s storm season again is
expected to bring an above-average number of named storms and wildfires that
could impact many customers and communities across the nation,” said Scott
Aaronson, EEI’s senior vice president for security and preparedness. “EEI and our
member electric companies already have begun preparing and coordinating with our
industry and government partners, and we urge customers to begin their
preparations now.”
A hallmark of the electric power industry is mutual assistance. “Following major
natural disasters, crews from across the United States and Canada come together to
assist impacted communities. Their safety is paramount to EEI and to our member
companies,” Aaronson said. “While we understand that customers may want to ask
questions or show their appreciation to crews during emergency power restorations,
it is critical that they keep a safe distance from lineworkers and other missionessential employees during all response efforts.”
Customers and communities share a responsibility to prepare for emergencies, and
we encourage everyone to create an emergency plan and to prepare an emergency
outage kit that is readily available if—and when—disaster strikes.
Here are tips and resources to help you prepare:
Visit www.ready.gov to learn how to plan, be prepared, and act in your
community.
Review EEI’s hurricane safety tips and wildfire safety tips. For more
hurricane safety and preparation tips, visit the National Hurricane Survival
Initiative. For more wildfire safety tips, visit www.ready.gov/wildfires.
Develop an emergency plan that addresses any special medical needs that you
or your family members have. Call your local emergency management office to
discuss necessary arrangements.
Have your emergency outage kit stocked and readily available.
Know all evacuation routes. If you or anyone you know has special needs that
may complicate an evacuation, contact your local emergency management
office for guidance. Find the phone number at www.FEMA.gov.
Monitor local weather reports on the radio, television, and online.
Stock up on non-perishable food, water, medications, and any other necessities
to avoid the need for travel during a storm. If you live in an area where
evacuations may be necessary, be sure to research any changes to local
policies that may have been made due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Learn what to do in case of a power outage.
Make sure your contact information is current with your local electric company
so you can receive any status or safety updates the company might put out
during an emergency. Be sure to follow your electric company on social media
for real-time updates.
Listen to the recent Electric Perspectives Podcast episode, “Preparing for
Hurricane and Wildfire Season,” to hear more from StormGeo Meteorologist
Justin Petrutsas and EEI’s Scott Aaronson.

NEWS FROM THE HILL

EEI Supports Clean Energy Tax Credits
EEI’s member companies are leading the clean energy transformation. We are
united in our commitment to get the energy we provide as clean as we can as fast as
we can, without compromising on the reliability or affordability that are essential to
the customers and communities we serve. Today, carbon emissions from the U.S.
power sector are as low as they were in 1984, while electricity use is up 72 percent
since then. (Learn more about this clean energy transformation.)
Going forward, electric companies will continue to make significant carbon
reductions. While the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act was a down payment
on transformational change for America’s infrastructure, much more is needed to
achieve our vision for a clean energy future.
“Today, we have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to supercharge our member
companies’ already-impressive track record on building this clean energy future,” EEI
Chief Strategy Officer and Executive Vice President of Public Policy and External
Affairs Brian Wolff writes in the latest issue of Electric Perspectives.
“The budget reconciliation package that Congress is revisiting contains critical clean
energy tax credits. Passage of these tax credits remains a top priority for our
industry. If the credits are designed appropriately, they will be the largest down
payment on climate that we have ever made as a country.”
Passage of a robust clean energy tax package will be a key driver for the deployment
of clean energy and carbon-free technologies over the next decade and can help us
reach a clean energy future faster. The tax package now being considered by
Congress will provide significant long-term benefits to electricity customers by
spurring innovation and helping to keep electricity costs affordable, while also
creating new jobs. It also will help to preserve the existing nuclear fleet, which is
critical to ensuring that electric companies’ new clean energy deployments deliver
additional emissions reductions.

HAPPENING NOW

EEI Announces 2022 Business Diversity Award
Winners
Earlier this month, EEI announced the winners of its annual Business Diversity
Awards. The awards were judged by an esteemed panel of energy industry
professionals and recognize companies for their outstanding efforts to advance
purchasing opportunities for diverse suppliers, including minority-, women-, veteran-,
and LGBTQ-owned businesses, within investor-owned electric companies. The
winners were selected over a two-year period.
Southern Company has earned the Excellence Award, which recognizes stellar
contributions in diverse supplier inclusion, development, growth, partnership,
and economic impact. Southern Company’s accomplishments include active
CEO and executive-level involvement; embedded supplier diversity strategy
teams across the enterprise; diverse supplier mentoring and training focused
on supply chain equity, social justice, and cybersecurity; participation in the City
of Birmingham’s Valuing Inclusion to Accelerate and Lift (VITAL) program,
which is designed to grow spending with minority- and women-owned
suppliers; and the Move to Equity Framework, which includes a diverse
supplier investment fund benefitting diverse communities and historically Black
colleges and universities.
Entergy has earned the Innovation Award, which recognizes the
implementation and execution of innovation in supplier diversity practices, as
well as proven successes and benefits for diverse suppliers and for the
company. Entergy spent $1.3 billion with diverse firms in 2021, more than
double the amount the company had spent in 2018, and the amount spent by
its prime suppliers with diverse suppliers in 2020 and 2021 totaled $578 million.
Franklin Energy has earned the Prime Supplier Leadership Award, which is
presented to an EEI member company prime supplier that has made
impressive strides in diverse supplier utilization and development. Franklin
Energy, which delivers energy efficiency programs for more than 60 electric
companies and government partners across the United States and Canada,
has a comprehensive approach to supplier diversity.
KDM Engineering has earned the Diverse Business Award, which is presented
to a diverse supplier that does superior work and supports fellow diverse
suppliers in its supply chain. KDM Engineering’s diversity and inclusion is
supported by its contracts and the diversity in its workplace, where 32 percent
of its employees are women. Other key contributions include its ability to build
long-standing strategic partnerships that are mutually beneficial for KDM
Engineering and for prime suppliers.
“This year’s Business Diversity Award winners have exceptionally demonstrated their
commitments to providing an inclusive and diverse supplier network," said EEI
President Tom Kuhn. “By continuing to be leaders, these companies are creating a
better future for all and are showcasing the talents of the many suppliers that directly
impact the electric power industry and the communities in which we live and serve.”

IN THE NEWS

EEI Supports United for Infrastructure 2022
Earlier this month, EEI was proud to support the United for Infrastructure 2022:
Lead with Infrastructure campaign. Over the past decade, United for Infrastructure
has highlighted the importance of investing in resilient, modern, and equitable
infrastructure.
Electric transmission is the backbone of the nation’s energy grid and will play an
important role in facilitating the continued transition to a resilient clean energy future.
EEI’s member companies are vital to transmission development and have invested in
cost-effective transmission for more than 100 years.
In 2021, EEI’s member companies spent $143.3 billion to make the energy grid
stronger, smarter, cleaner, more dynamic, and more secure. Approximately $27.8
billion of those investments were dedicated to transmission infrastructure.
“We must be able to rely on a flexible and robust transmission system that can
provide options for its operators,” EEI Executive Vice President of the Business
Operations Group and Regulatory Affairs Phil Moeller writes in Electric
Perspectives. “And, as customers’ needs change, flows of energy shift, and public
policies all evolve over many years, we must have sufficient transmission capacity to
allow these changes without disruption.” Read more.
Learn more about the importance of investing in transmission infrastructure by
listening to our most recent Electric Perspectives Podcast episode, “Leading
Infrastructure Development,” and read EEI’s latest transmission report, “Planning
and Developing Electric Transmission Projects: The Path to the Grid of the
Future.” Follow the conversation on social media using the hashtag
#LeadWithInfrastructure.

S H O W C A S I N G I N N O VAT I O N

EEI Announces Finalists for 2022 Edison Award
EEI has announced seven U.S. and two international electric companies as finalists
for the 2022 Edison Award. Presented annually, the Edison Award recognizes
electric companies for their distinguished leadership, innovation, and contribution to
the advancement of the electric power industry.
The winners of the 94th Edison Award will be selected by a panel of former electric
company chief executives and will be announced during EEI’s annual thought
leadership forum that will take place in Orlando from June 20-22. If you haven’t
registered yet, there’s still time!
Edison Award Finalists
The AES Corporation—Department of Defense PMRF Microgrid
In March 2021, the AES Corporation completed a first-of-its-kind clean energy
microgrid for the U.S. Department of Defense. Located at the U.S. Navy’s
Pacific Missile Range Facility (PMRF) on Kauai, Hawaii, the PMRF microgrid
marks the first time a 24/7 renewable energy solution is being used to ensure
around-the-clock mission readiness, utilizing an innovative microgrid control
strategy and new technology to provide islanding, seamless transitions, and
black-start capabilities solely from clean energy.
Exelon Corporation—Energy Assistance Program
Throughout the global COVID-19 pandemic, Exelon Corporation advocated for
policies, used data-driven approaches, leveraged community partnerships, and
developed out-of-the-box strategies to connect its customers to energy
assistance. In total, Exelon successfully connected more than 650,000
customers to $450 million in energy assistance.
Green Mountain Power—Frequency Regulation Pilot Program
Green Mountain Power (GMP) is the first electric company to be able to
network residential batteries to help keep the energy grid balanced, which is
critical for reliability and safety. GMP’s pilot program unlocks the potential of
home batteries as a virtual power plant to transform the grid, reducing carbon
emissions and cutting costs. GMP also is the first electric company to island
using only renewable energy and battery backup. The project uses inverters
and grounding banks in an innovative way to keep the lights on for dozens in
Panton, Vermont, when the greater grid is down.
PPL Electric Utilities—Power Pole Inspection Program
PPL Electric Utilities (PPL Electric) has implemented a first-of-its kind
resistance drill-based inspection program for wooden power poles that
quantifies the strength of poles and detects internal and external decay. Using
resistance drill-based wood pole inspection technology, PPL Electric ran three
pilot programs to map the extent of the external decay condition, and then
developed parameters for software improvements and tested a new drill bit
design to calculate decay automatically.
Public Service Electric & Gas—Energy Strong
Following Superstorm Sandy in 2012, Public Service Electric & Gas (PSE&G)
launched and executed its historic infrastructure modernization program, which
is investing more than $3.3 billion to fortify New Jersey’s electric and natural
gas infrastructure against future storms. In 2021, PSE&G announced it would
be investing an additional $842 million through 2023 to further strengthen its
statewide electric and natural gas systems to better withstand storms, improve
reliability, and significantly enhance resilience.
San Diego Gas & Electric—Cleveland National Forest Fire Hardening and
Safety Project
The Cleveland National Forest Fire Hardening and Safety (CNF) project
encompassed a variety of wood-to-steel power pole conversions, strategic
undergrounding, and the replacement of conductor with more fire-resistant
equipment throughout approximately 880 square miles of rugged terrain in
eastern San Diego County, including the communities of Campo, Descanso,
Julian, Mount Laguna, Pauma Valley, and Pine Valley—areas with some of the
highest fire risk.
WEC Energy Group—System Modernization and Reliability Project
WEC Energy Group’s System Modernization and Reliability Project is a
leading-edge undertaking that has resulted in a remarkable 97-percent
reduction in electric outage minutes in areas where overhead lines have been
replaced with 2,000 miles of underground cable. The $425-million project,
which concluded in 2021, was an eight-year effort to improve energy grid
reliability for more than 100,000 Wisconsin customers.
International Edison Award Finalists
ATCO—Old Crow Solar Project
In August 2021, ATCO announced the completion of Canada’s northernmost
off-grid solar project, significantly reducing diesel use in the remote Yukon
community of Old Crow and providing it with clean energy for decades to come.
To complete the Sree Vyàa project (“sun snare” in the local Gwich'in language),
the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation and ATCO developed a first-of-its-kind
Electricity Purchase Agreement that is a model for effective collaboration in the
electric power industry. This model can be used as a blueprint to replicate and
accelerate the transition to clean energy in Canada’s remote Indigenous
communities.
National Grid—North Sea Link
The United Kingdom (UK) and Norway are now able to share renewable energy
across the longest subsea electricity interconnector in the world. National Grid’s
and Statnett’s €1.6-billion (approximately $1.7 billion USD) North Sea Link
(NSL) started commercial operations on October 1, 2021, marking a major
milestone in the UK’s and Norway’s journeys to net zero. By enabling the trade
of renewable energy between the two countries for the first time, it is estimated
that the NSL will help the UK to avoid 23 million tons of carbon emissions by
2030, and it will provide enough clean electricity to power 1.4 million homes.
Read more about the finalists in the latest issue of Electric Perspectives.

W H AT W E ’ R E R E A D I N G

PPL Corporation’s Vince Sorgi | Future Focused:
Driving True Value for Our Customers
“Decarbonization, decentralization, and digitalization will continue to transform the
way we think about, produce, deliver, and use energy in the years to come,” writes
PPL Corporation President and CEO Vince Sorgi in the latest issue of Electric
Perspectives. “And, while much may change, reliability will remain a top priority.
“At PPL, we view energy grid hardening and advanced grid automation as
fundamental building blocks of a resilient energy system.”
Read more.

SPONSORED CONTENT

Executive Toolkit: EV Playbook and Grid Solutions
Explore the actionable and strategic value of analytics for building a future-ready
electric vehicle (EV) roadmap, optimizing your energy grid, and driving higher
programmatic return on investment. Check out the UtilityAI™ Exec Toolkit
containing:
1. EV Adoption Playbook
2. Enterprise Analytics for Grid Management Brief
3. Artificial Intelligence (AI)-Enabled Customer Engagement & Measurement
Brief
Read more.

REGISTER NOW

EEI 2022 | The Place to Be If You Are
#Committed2Clean®
EEI 2022, EEI’s first in-person meeting in three years, is less than four weeks away.
Register now to hear from confirmed speakers including:
Jen Easterly, Director of the U.S. Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency (CISA)
Jason Bordoff, co-founding dean of the Columbia Climate School and a former
senior director on the staff of the National Security Council, and Meghan
O’Sullivan, the Jeane Kirkpatrick Professor of the Practice of International
Affairs and the Director of the Geopolitics of Energy Project at Harvard
University’s Kennedy School.
Will Hurd, former member of Congress, cybersecurity executive, and
clandestine officer in the CIA
Keisha Lance Bottoms, Mayor of Atlanta (2018-2022)
Doris Kearns Goodwin, Presidential historian and Pulitzer Prize-winning author
Mark Updegrove, CEO of the Lyndon B. Johnson Foundation and presidential
historian for ABC News
Dr. Michael Webber, chief technology officer of Energy Impact Partners and
author of the book/PBS series “The Power Trip: The Story of Energy”
Jigar Shah, Director, Department of Energy Loan Programs Office
Ford Pro CEO Ted Cannis and other electric transportation industry leaders
Developing and deploying carbon-free technologies, including hydrogen. Powering
cryptocurrency with clean energy. Ensuring energy equity. Managing the risks of
climate change, cyber warfare, and geopolitics. Delivering on the promise of electric
transportation.
All these topics and much more are on tap at EEI 2022, the top forum for electric
power industry leaders, soon-to-be leaders, and those who want to learn from the
leaders. The reimagined and curated event will be June 20-22 at the JW Marriott
Orlando, Grande Lakes.
Register now to ensure your place. EEI 2022. The place to be if you are
#Committed2Clean®.

LESSONS OF LEADERSHIP

“People, Culture, and Leadership Are the
Wellspring”: Al Hodnik on Creating Value
Electric Perspectives recently spoke with Al Hodnik, who retired as executive
chairman of ALLETE in May 2021. Hodnik dedicated 40 years of service to the
company.
“With Earth in the balance and unprecedented energy grid transformation on the
horizon, our industry definitely is the place to be,” Hodnik said.
Read more.

SAFETY FIRST

May is National Electrical Safety Month
May is National Electrical Safety Month, and, all year long, EEI and our member
companies join the Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI) in reminding you
to stay safe around electric appliances, equipment, and power lines. Taking simple
steps can help prevent electrical accidents or fires.
Here are some tips to help you stay safe around electricity:
Indoor Safety Tips
Reduce your electrical load by using energy-efficient appliances and lighting.
Unplug small appliances when not in use.
Use an outlet cover or plastic outlet cap to keep children safe around outlets.
Make sure your home has smoke alarms. Test them monthly, change batteries
yearly, and replace the unit every 10 years.
General Extension Cord Safety Tips
Never use extension cords as a constant, long-term extension of your
household’s electrical system. Continuous use can cause an extension cord to
deteriorate and can result in a potentially dangerous electric shock or fire
hazard.
Never plug a space heater into an extension cord or power strip.
Never plug two extension cords together. Doing so can result in overloaded
circuits, short circuits, and damaged cords, which could lead to fires or electric
shocks. Instead of plugging extension cords together, consider installing
additional outlets where needed.
Do not run cords through walls, doorways, ceilings, or under rugs or carpet. If a
cord is covered, heat cannot escape and can create a fire hazard.
Make sure that your extension cord or power strip is properly rated for the
device that will be plugged in and is marked for either indoor or outdoor use.
Regularly inspect electrical cords and extension cords for damage.
Outdoor Safety Tips
Know what’s below before you dig. Dial 8-1-1 to have your local electric or
natural gas company representative mark the location of underground lines for
free.
Stay away from downed power lines.
Watch for overhead power lines every time you use a ladder, work on roofs and
trees, or carry long tools or loads. Keep kites, model airplanes, drones, and
metallic balloons away from power lines.
Do not overload outdoor electrical and/or extension cords or allow them to run
through water or snow on the ground.
For more electrical safety resources, visit the ESFI website.
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